Mahidol University Announcement
(Mahidol University international Demonstration School)
At 025/2020

E-Learning Management Announcement (Amendment No. 1)

Considering the importance of the online learning arrangement for students
during the COVID-19 pandemic, Mahidol University international Demonstration School will
clarify the assessment process, the differences between online and in-person instruction, and

the different ways in which online learning is working at MUIDS as follows:

1. The assessment process

1.1 Every teacher submits a daily email to the Deputy Director for Academic
Services, summarizing their activities for the day; reporting any problems, such as with
internet connectivity; and giving some general information about how their students are
doing. The meetings with teachers over video chat on the Google Meet application have

been arranged to discuss about teachers’ online work as part of their annual evaluation.

1.2 It is encouraged that students and parents contact teachers first in case
that they have any concerns or guestions. The teachers see students more than anyone else
at the school, so they are the first and best resource for sotving challenges. Therefore, this is
the appropriate first step. Any email communication from parents and students to teachers

could also be cc¢’d to the Deputy Director for Academic Services to ensure the follow-up.

2. The differences between online and in-person instruction

2.1 It is important to know that online tearning does not follow the same
format as in-person instruction. The research on online learning agrees that prolonged screen
time is not good for students, both for maintaining student engagement, and in terms of their

fatigue.



2.2 A class in an online setting should not be a direct-instruction model;
at most 10-15 minutes of direct lecture, followed by time for the students to work on

concepts and get individual help from the teacher, is the best approach.

3. The different ways in which online learning is working at MUIDS

3.1 In comparison with schools around the world, MUIDS is at the maximum
of what is best for student well-being in terms of school time. In recognition of the existing
educational research supporting fewer class hours and less direct instruction when online
compared to in-person teaching, the school has reduced the class times to 45 minutes each.

3.2 To understand how this is working in our own practice, we have surveyed
the students for their experiences, and know that six 45-minute sessions a day is a lot to
deal with. The students perform very well, considering this difficult time, but to expand the
class time further is not best practice.

3.3 Video lessons may be pre-recorded, for students to be able to rewatch
later (which is very helpful), or delivered in real time by the teacher. Students generally

respond well to a variety of methods being used in a class.

Hence, this is to be announced on June 2, 2020

Wﬁ? (..
(Emeritus Professor Dr. Wariya Chinwanno)

School Director

Mahidol University International Demonstration School
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